LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of 2017 Annual Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Longford Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on Wednesday,
28th June 2017 at 4.00 p.m.
_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Padraig Loughrey, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne,
Seamus Butler






Peggy Nolan, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.




IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

2017 ANNUAL MEETING.
Councillor Loughrey addressed the members as follows  -

Councillor Loughrey, spoke regarding his year as Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District and highlighted a number of projects which progressed during the year.  He stated that it had been a privilege to serve as the Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District and thanked the Elected Members, in particular the Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Gerry Warnock;  
Barbara Heslin, John McKeon; the Municipal District support staff and the Meetings Administrator for their help and assistance over the last year.  Councillor Loughrey thanked the local media – the Longford Leader and Shannonside Radio - for their coverage of the Municipal District meetings during the previous twelve months.  
As Longford town is the largest administrative centre, has the largest population and rates base in the county most of the County Council activity takes place in the town.  In many cases the role of Longford Municipal District Cathaoirleach is equivalent to that of County Cathaoirleach. It is about time that the status of Longford Municipal District Cathaoirleach and Longford Municipal District was returned to what it was before the Town Council structures were abolished.

A number of important achievements happened in the past year, some of which are:

· We  administered the first year of the very successful town and village scheme

· Bus parking and  age friendly spaces will be provided in Longford town

· Many road restoration and surface dressing  works were completed

· Capital water project works in Newtownforbes were finished

We are currently working with the County Council on a new digital hub for Longford town 

as well as development of the lower Main Street area “The Northern Quarter”.

In particular, through the Community Grant Scheme, we were delighted to be able to assist 

many worthy community groups in helping them bring their community projects to fruition.

The Cruthu Arts Festival, the Clondra Harbour Festival and the Newtownforbes Historic 

Graveyard Project spring to mind.
The Members of the Municipal District congratulated the outgoing Cathaoirleach on his year.     

ELECTION OF CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded, that 
Councillor Mae Sexton be elected Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District.
As there was no other nomination, Councillor Sexton was, thereby, elected Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District until the date of the Annual Meeting of Longford Municipal District in 2018.
Councillor Sexton thanked her proposer and seconder and the Members for electing                     her as Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District and extended best wishes to the outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Padraig Loughrey.

She stated that she will work ardently for the Municipal District during her term as Cathaoirleach.
ELECTION OF LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P. Loughrey proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that 

Councillor Seamus Butler be elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District.
As there was no other nomination, Councillor Butler was, thereby, elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District until the date of the Annual Meeting of Longford Municipal District in 2018.
Councillor Butler thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him             as Leas Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District for the coming twelve months.

The Members joined in wishing Councillors Sexton and Butler every success during their term of office as Cathaoirleach and Leas Cathaoirleach.

Mr. John McKeon, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff joined with the elected Members in congratulating Councillors  Sexton  and Butler.  He wished them well in the year ahead and offered her full support and that of all the staff during their term of office.

TIME AND DATE OF MEETINGS:-
It was agreed that meetings of the Municipal District be held at 4.00 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of every month, with the exception of August  - to be reviewed on an ongoing basis.  
This concluded the business of the meeting,.
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Signed: ______________
_
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
26th July 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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